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pseudotumor in patients with cystic fibrosis. Pancreatic pseudotumors have been described in patients with cystic fibrosis (CF), mainly in those
with a small pancreatic duct. Since CF patients with pancreatic disease may have a more aggressive course, we assessed the utility of imaging in
diagnosing pancreatic pseudotumors in CF patients. We reviewed retrospectively the chest radiographs, barium swallow studies, and
ultrasonographic (US) and CT scans of 22 CF patients (21 male, 1 female; age range, 3-21 years) with at least one episode of CF-related
pancreatitis. We excluded a total of 17 patients with a prior pancreatic mass or surgery. In CF patients without prior pancreatic mass or surgery,
the pancreatic mass had 2 major characteristics: cystic tumor, with a well-defined wall at US and a well-defined circumferential mass at CT (13/22,
59%), or a cystic mass with focal calcification at US and a solid tumor at CT (10/22, 45%). In the 5 patients with pseudotumor, follow-up US (4/5,
80%) or CT (5/5, 100%) demonstrated resolution of the pseudotumor. The prevalence of pancreatic pseudotumor in CF patients with pancreatic
disease is much greater (75%) than that reported for the CF population as a whole (10%-15%). Imaging may be necessary to diagnose pancreatic
pseudotumor. Pseudotumors are benign tumors, and therefore, they should not be regarded as
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