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series of punches led.A new study from Vanderbilt University finds
that simulating speaking lessons and learning a foreign language

reduces divorce rates. Dr. Simeon Rose, Dr. John Costello and their
team examined the impact of additional language study before and

after marriage on the likelihood that a couple would end up divorcing.
They reviewed data from 6,000 couples who signed a marriage

contract in Quebec between 1971 and 1975 and then completed an
11-item questionnaire as to whether they thought a divorce was likely
in the future, if they planned to leave the marriage, if their marriage
failed as a result of something they did, or if their marriage ended
because of something their spouse did. About 5 percent of couples
who took the marriage-counseling course studied abroad reported
thinking about or planning to divorce, compared with 8 percent of

couples who were placed in a control group that either studied before
the marriage or made no additional study effort. But only 2 percent of

couples who studied abroad said their marriage failed because of
something they did, compared with 4 percent of couples who did not
study abroad but lived in another country. Study participants were
also tested to assess their ability to read and speak French, a key

component of the program. The researchers found that couples who
studied before marriage and then lived abroad for an extended period

of time who had the opportunity to study French while abroad were
half as likely to think about, start or end a divorce as couples who

only studied or lived before marriage. “When you place couples in an
experiment, one spouse controls the study conditions of the other and

can manipulate her. To our knowledge, this is
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