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March 30, a Venezuelan coup happened. It was not a simple coup d’etat, but it was a type of coup
that we have not seen since 1932, when Bolivia was subject to a military coup known as the “Dirty

War”. The current coup d’etat is different in many ways from that in Bolivia. It is a more
sophisticated, bourgeois coup d’etat. It is not something that comes out of the barracks and the
military, it is something that comes out of the ruling class itself. What happened on March 30 in

Venezuela is a kind of primeval coup d’etat. This was something that was in some sense inevitable
given how long-standing processes were. What happened with Venezuela was not just an overthrow
of Chávez, but also the overthrow of a much more fundamental social order. The extreme right wing,

which has become increasingly powerful in the last 20 years, has been trying to undermine the
Bolivarian process for as long as I have been politically conscious, because they have always seen
Venezuela as a threat to their profits. It is a matter of making Venezuela into the capitalism’s worst

nightmare. We know that the extreme right wing in the U.S. has always been behind the problems in
Venezuela; they are just taking their Trumpian demagoguery to a much more extreme level. This

was very much in the works and, as a consequence of their efforts, a certain amount of tension has
been building for a while, but it was always there, even if the intensity and the articulation was
different from other times. In fact, it is very important to remember that there are two different

processes going on right now in Venezuela: first, the process of the deployment of the right wing, the
extreme right wing, and then the democratic, progressive process. On March 30 we witnessed both

of these processes coming into play. The right wing was prepared to act and was able to act because
they have become aware of how much of a threat the Bolivarian process is to their interests. The

decision to use the military to carry out what is really a coup has its roots in the interaction between
the two processes. Some people have asked what is new about this type of coup d� 0cc13bf012
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